Dwight E. Turner

Prior to my assignment to Lawson Field, I had 2 weeks at home in Cass City, Michigan and 2-3 weeks at the Croydon Arms Hotel in Miami Beach, Florida for Rest, Relaxation and Reassignment.

I was assigned to the 3rd Composite Squadron of the III Tactical Air Command XIX Tactical Air Command which became the XIX Tactical Air Command in October 1945 in August 1944 . We were a support squadron for both Ft. Benning (Lawson was a sub – base for Ft. Benning) and anyone else in the command.  I remained with the squadron until April 1946 before my next duty assignment at Brooks Field.

The squadron flew A-20s, B-25s, L-5s, P-51s and A-26s while I was with them.It should be noted that after my time in New Guinea, it was at Lawson where I came down with malaria and was hospitalized three times. It was during this time that I met a nurse, Lt. Norma Dennard, with whom I became good friends. During my time with the 3rd Composite, I also flew my first female in a military aircraft (A WAC from Dallas, Texas to Lawson). 
