


Aviation Education Consultants

     Prior to my retirement from AATC in April 1989 I had decided to open a consulting business in the local area. My good friend Lew Flowers had retired from AATC in 1985 but we had been in frequent contact.  In early 1989 I talked with him about my upcoming retirement and my plans and we decided to form a partnership. We began immediately searching for a building and securing equipment. We opened a bank account and made a deposit of $2,000.00. Lew found a building which was ideal for our needs within one block of the AATC campus which already had basic office equipment in place. We had the new facilities inspected by the FAA and approved so I could continue giving written exams. I left my desk at AATC on Friday and sat down at my desk at AEC on Monday.

     In the beginning our sustaining income was from fees for the written exams but soon other opportunities opened up. Early on we contracted with an electronics school in the Midwest to develop complete course materials for the start up of an aircraft mechanic school. People began asking for help getting ready for the written exams; we gathered materials necessary for prep classes and secured approval from the department of education to operate as a private school in Alabama. 

     We eventually developed prep classes, both maintenance and flight, for all FAA written exams. AEC soon became international with students from Netherlands, Germany, England and others. Some military units were granting TDY to their personnel to study with us. Companies with aviation flight departments were paying full expenses for their personnel to obtain their licenses through our company. 

     Every year we put money in our pocket, continued to upgrade equipment and even bought the building we were occupying. In August 1996, slightly more than seven years after opening for business we sold it all, business and building, and made a handsome profit. It is still operating today.  

     So fifty years after beginning my military career in aviation, I was once again unemployed and retired for the third time. It was time to become a bum and I have found I am very good at that.  

