Lt. Gustave M. Heiss, Jr.,  

Role in Spotting Japanese Fleet in Battle of Coral Sea
Official Interview with Lt. Col. Leland A. (Sonny) Walker, Jr. and Capt. Finley MacGillivray, at the Pentagon, April 27, 1945

Bottom of page 15 of interview:  “Whoever may make a claim, Walker said that it was Lt. Gus Heiss who found the Jap fleet just before the Coral Sea Battle.  He said it took him three hours to figure out whether the fleet was Japanese.”


Page 16:  “At this time they were flying recon missions out of Port Moresby – taking 8 to 10 hours – with four B-25s.  They stayed at Port Moresby and took off at dawn and staid (sic) out till they had to come back and then staid by the plane till dark in case the Japs started coming over.  Then they would rest and get up at three in the morning to get ready for the next day’s mission.  All of them flew alone.


As soon as Heiss came in from this mission on which he had spotted the fleet, he said he had found the American fleet but they’d shot at him!  There were some 17 warships.  This was on the 4th of May.,  Walker remembers because on the 5th he himself got shot up.”
Official Interview with Paul I. (Pappy) Gunn during His Hospitalization in San Francisco, 1945

Gunn also stated that Gus Heiss had been first to spot the Japanese fleet prior to the Battle of the Coral Sea.  In his interview, he added that Herman Lowery (13th Squadron CO) had then flown out to verify the location of the fleet.
Heiss Silver Star and Oak Leaf Cluster Citation from War Department Dated 7 June, 1944:

Again on May 6, 1942, he sighted the Coral Sea Naval Engagement in progress.  With great skill and much coolness he was able to keep within sight of the battle and a great deal of important information on the Japanese Naval Forces hithertofore unknown, was promptly transmitted to the proper authorities, enabling our forces to take prompt and effective action.  The daring and resourcefulness demonstrated here are in accord with the finest traditions of the Service.”
