Dwight E. Turner

I arrived at Will Rogers Field in November 1942 to continue my Combat Crew training with the A-20.  I started to gain more confidence in flying the A-20 for the next three and a half months.                              I was discharged as a S/Sgt. on January 23, 1943 and appointed a Flight Officer the next day - January 24.

The rank of Flight Officer was created  to give the enlisted men pilots status in order to have the respect of the officers coming in to learn how to fly.Will Rogers became my home base.We learned how to fly in a military formation to concentrate the firepower of our 50 caliber machine guns. Much to my chagrin on April 1st, 1943 I was landing an A-20. I didn’t realize we didn’t have any wind and I was going too fast.  I ended up running into steel beam and wrecked the landing gear. 
