Dwight E. Turner 

On October 17, 1939, I enlisted in the Army Air Corps. The journey began when I traveled to Flint, Michigan with my parents to the recruiting station. It should be noted that in 1939 one needed their parents consent to enlist if they weren’t 21 years of age. From the recruiting station at Flint, I left by bus for Detroit where I was sworn in at the main Recruiting Office in the Federal Building. Before the swearing in all recruits were asked if they were sure they wanted to enlist which gave them one last chance at backing out. I then traveled, again by bus, to Selfridge Field at Mt. Clemens, Michigan where I ate my first Army meal at 5:00 that evening. The next morning I began my recruit training in a detachment commanded by Capt. John N. Stone which lasted a little over a month. My initial assignment was to the Tech Supply Section of the 3rd Air Base Squadron. My first duty consisted of a daily reading of the fuel supply meters for the field and keeping an inventory. In January of 1940, I was assigned to the 94th Pursuit Squadron which was commanded by Capt. John N. Stone who had also commanded the training detachment. Hoping to pursue my initial reason for enlisting, which was Photography, I was told that they had no such need for that at the squadron level. I was offered training as an aircraft mechanic and was sent TDY to the Air Corps Technical School at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois. In mid February, 1940, I was sent to the ACTS with about a month at Scott Field, Belleville, Illinois prior my arrival at Chanute.
