Dwight E. Turner 

I boarded a C-87 at Hamilton Field on April 24, 1943 with orders sending me to the SWPA. The first stop was in Hawaii after 12 hours in the air. The next stop was Canton Island, about 8 hours from Hawaii and having a 6,230 foot airstrip became a stopover point for the flights to Australia and New Zealand as well as a staging point for attacks on the Gilbert Islands, then held by Japan. The next stop was New Caledonia which is located in the southwest Pacific Ocean, 750 miles east of Australia. It was about 6 hours from Canton. After another 5 hours in the air I landed at Brisbane, Australia. From there I went to Townsville and on to Charters Towers to await deployment to Port Moresby, New Guinea for duty with the 8th Bombardment Squadron of the 3rd Bombardment Group. 
